
Summary, Paraphrase, or Quote? 
How do you know?  (EXPLAIN!) 

Poe’s Original:  

"I kept quite still and said nothing.  For a whole hour I did not move a muscle, and in the meantime I did 

not hear him lie down.  He was still sitting up in the bed listening, --just as I have done, night after 

night, hearkening to the death watches in the wall."  Edgar Allan Poe, “The Tell Tale Heart”, (1843) 

1. "I kept quite still and said nothing.  For a whole hour I did not move a muscle, and in the 

meantime I did not hear him lie down.  He was still sitting up in the bed listening, --just as I have 

done, night after night, hearkening to the death watches in the wall." 

 

2. For an hour, I kept very still and never heard him lie down.  He was listening to the deathwatch 

beetles in the wall as I have done before. 

 

3. For the whole hour, I was completely still.  I never heard him lie down.  He was sitting up listening 

to the sounds in the wall that made him feel as if something was terribly wrong.   I have done this 

myself many times before. 

 

Nerdy Original from Purdue Online Writing Lab: 

Students frequently overuse direct quotation in taking notes, and as a result they overuse quotations in 

the final [research] paper. Probably only about 10% of your final manuscript should appear as directly 

quoted matter. Therefore, you should strive to limit the amount of exact transcribing of source materials 

while taking notes. Lester, James D. Writing Research Papers. 2nd ed. (1976): 46-47. 

4. In research papers students often quote excessively, failing to keep quoted material down to a 

desirable level. Since the problem usually originates during note taking, it is essential to minimize 

the material recorded verbatim (Lester 46-47). 

 

5. Students should take just a few notes in direct quotation from sources to help minimize the 

amount of quoted material in a research paper (Lester 46-47). 

 

6. According to James Lester’s Writing Research Papers, “students frequently overuse direct 

quotation in taking notes and as a result they overuse quotations in the final [research] paper.”  

 

---must reference the original source 

---must use your own words 

---text is much shorter than original text 

---text is identical in length to the original text 

---original author’s exact words 

---uses quotation marks 

 

THE BIG QUESTION:  As writers, why must we summarize, paraphrase and quote?  
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